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Happy National Day, 

• In this catalogue, you will find a variety of educational resources from the Heritage Institutions 

(Indian Heritage Centre, Malay Heritage Centre and Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall). 

• The resources are based on our collections and exhibition content and provides information 

on the pioneers who contributed to our nation building journey. There are also resources 

where you can learn more about Singapore’s history and development. To end off, enjoy a 

series of musical tributes to commemorate our nation's independence presented by 3 local 

performing arts groups. 

• We hope these resources will enrich your classroom sessions as well as allow you and your 

students/children to explore different teaching and learning experiences.

• Please click here for an overview of the resources sorted by recommended age. 

• Please go to the last slide if you would like to get in touch with us. 

F R O M  A L L  O F  U S  A T  T H E  H E R I T A G E  I N S T I T U T I O N S !  
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1. Pioneers Who Built Our Nation  
Click on the thumbnails to be directed to the specific slides  
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1. Pioneers who Built our Nation
P I O N E E R S  W H O  B U I L T  A  N A T I O N  T R A D I N G  C A R D S

Through a series of colourfully illustrated trading

cards, learn more about the 9 pioneers from

various communities who contributed to the

nation building of Singapore!

Resources for you:

• Che Zahara, Zubir Said, Yusof Ishak

• Shirin Fozdar, S Rajaratnam & Navroji R Mistri

• Tan Tock Seng, Tan Kah Kee & Lim Nee Soon

Suitable for Upper Primary & above

https://www.facebook.com/malayheritage/posts/10158750113943394
https://www.facebook.com/indianheritagecentre/posts/4439245406100496
https://www.facebook.com/254479141243831/posts/4439237356101301/
https://www.facebook.com/254479141243831/posts/4439245406100496/
https://www.facebook.com/209035949142286/posts/3248895331822984/?d=n
https://www.facebook.com/209035949142286/posts/3269308803114970/?d=n
https://www.facebook.com/209035949142286/posts/3269301859782331/?d=n


1. Pioneers who Built our Nation
Z U B I R S A I D

“Stories of Singapore Spirit” is adapted from the book
“Someone Like You… Titans of Our Time” and is retold
in a video format. The story is brought to life with
narration by Siti Khalijah (Actress & theatre
practitioner), artefact images from the National
Heritage Board and National Archives’ collection as
well as images republished with permission from the
family of Zubir Said. Students will also be able to hear
a short snippet of Zubir Said’s interview.

Designed for Primary school students, this video is
available in English and Malay to support classroom
learning. We hope children will watch, reflect and
embrace Zubir Said’s values and aspirations.

Resources for you:

• Storytelling Video in English

• Storytelling Video in Malay

Suitable for Upper Primary & above

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oagQaC0-F2c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nNKsr37Kdbg


1. Pioneers who Built our Nation
T A N  C H O R  L A M

Several notable historical figures have been laid to rest

in Bukit Brown Cemetery. One such figure is Tan Lian

Chye, a Chinese merchant and early supporter of Dr

Sun Yat Sen.

Under the alias Tan Chor Lam, find out how Tan Lian

Chye contributed to the Chinese community in

Singapore.

Resources for you:

• A Prominent Comrade: Tan Chor Lam

Suitable for Upper Primary & above

https://www.facebook.com/209035949142286/posts/3967214039991106/?d=n


1. Pioneers who Built our Nation
H O O A H  K A Y

Have you heard of Hoo Ah Kay, also known as

“Whampoa”? To many people in the past, he was

known for his Whampoa House at Serangoon Road

with its expansive garden. Learn what else he was

known for in his career after inheriting his father’s

provision shop.

Resources for you:

• Culture Hero Series: Hoo Ah Kay

Suitable for Upper Primary & above

https://www.facebook.com/sysnmh/photos/a.209139212465293/4220720987973742/


1. Pioneers who Built our Nation
L E A R N I N G  J O U R N E Y  @  S Y S N M H  - L I M  N E E  S O O N

Suitable for Upper Primary

The Pineapple King

Head to the Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall to learn

more about Mr Lim Nee Soon and his contributions to

the Chinese community in Singapore through a series of

fun and engaging self-guided activities. Resources

available in English and Chinese.

For more details, please email NHB_WQY@nhb.gov.sg

https://www.sysnmh.org.sg/en/education/school-visits


2. History of Singapore
Click on the thumbnails to be directed to the specific slides  

F R O M  T H E  C O R O M A N D E L  

C O A S T  T O  T H E  S T R A I T S  
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H E R I T A G E

T H E  M Y S T E R I O U S  

S U L A L A T U S A L - S A L A T I N

C H E T T I M E L A K A O F  T H E  

S T R A I T S – R E D I S C O V E R I N G  

P E R A N A K A N  I N D I A N  

C O M M U N I T I E S

S E E K O R S I N G A ,  S E O R A N G

P U T E R A D A N  S E B I N G K A I

C E R M I N ( A  L I O N ,  A  P R I N C E  &  

A  M I R R O R ) :  R E F L E C T I N G  &  

R E F R A C T I N G  S I N G A P U R A

I  A M  H A N G  N A D I M
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2. History of Singapore
Click on the thumbnails to be directed to the specific slides  
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2. History of Singapore 
F R O M  T H E  C O R O M A N D E L  C O A S T  T O  T H E  S T R A I T S  –
R E V I S I T I N G  O U R  T A M I L  H E R I T A G E

'From the Coromandel Coast to the Straits – Revisiting Our

Tamil Heritage' is presented in two parts: part one

enumerates the odyssey of pre-modern Tamil diasporas in

Southeast Asia while part two offers glimpses of lesser known

19th century pioneers and some of the oldest Tamil families in

Singapore. Bringing together collections from around the

world and treasured possessions from the community, this

virtual exhibition seeks to present an uninterrupted history of

Tamils in Singapore. It also includes digital showcases

featuring holograms of artefacts in the collections of other

museums and institutions.

Resources for you

• Online exhibition 

• Activity Booklet - Tamils in Southeast Asia: A Journey 

Through TimeSuitable for Upper Primary & above

1 2a 32b

https://www.roots.gov.sg/stories-landing/stories/From-the-Coromandel-Coast-to-the-Straits
https://www.indianheritage.gov.sg/en/-/media/ihc-fccts.pdf


2. History of Singapore 
C H E T T I M E L A K A O F  T H E  S T R A I T S – R E D I S C O V E R I N G  P E R A N A K A N  
I N D I A N  C O M M U N I T I E S

The Indian Heritage Centre (IHC) in collaboration with the Association of

Peranakan Indians (Chitty Melaka) Singapore in Singapore proudly

presents 'Chetti Melaka of the Straits – Rediscovering Peranakan Indian

Communities', the first of IHC’s community co-created exhibitions.

The Chetti Melaka (or Chitty Melaka) are descendants of Tamil traders

who settled in Melaka during the reign of the Melaka Sultanate (15th- 16th

century) and married local women of Malay and Chinese descent. The

community speaks a unique combination of Malay, Tamil and Chinese, that

has been called Chetti Creole by scholars. They trace their roots to

Kampung Chitty in Gajah Berang, Melaka, and it is estimated that there are

5,000 Chettis in Singapore. The online exhibition and educational kit will

provide students a valuable and rare view into this community.

Resources for you

• Online exhibition

• My Diary – Stories of a Chetti Melaka

Suitable for Upper Primary & above
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https://www.roots.gov.sg/stories-landing/stories/chetti-melaka
https://www.indianheritage.gov.sg/en/-/media/front--back-cover-fa-lowresmerged.pdf?la=en


2. History of Singapore 
S E E K O R S I N G A ,  S E O R A N G P U T E R A D A N  S E B I N G K A I C E R M I N ( A  L I O N ,  A  P R I N C E  
&  A  M I R R O R ) :  R E F L E C T I N G  &  R E F R A C T I N G  S I N G A P U R A

This digital exhibition discusses Singapore's maritime and

cultural significance prior to British and Dutch occupation in

the Malay archipelago. It aims to present visitors with broader

insights into the history of Singapore and its deeper links to the

region and beyond through an exploration of various Malay

world perspectives, indigenous material culture, and European

colonial sources.

Resources for you

• Trailer

• Online ExhibitionSuitable for Upper Primary & above

1 2a 32b

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6KBDVKFoMU
https://www.roots.gov.sg/stories-landing/stories/Seekor-Singa-Seorang-Putera-Dan-Sebingkai-Cermin


2. History of Singapore 
F A N T A S T I C  H E R O E S  &  B E A S T S  O F  T H E  M A L A Y  W O R L D

The Mysterious Sulalatus al-Salatin

What do stories about Sang Nila Utama and garfish

attacks in Singapore have in common? In this third

episode of the Malay Heritage Centre’s video series,

“Fantastic Heroes & Beasts of the Malay World”, the

Curatorial team will discuss tales from the mysterious

Sulalatus al-Salatin, otherwise referred to as the Sejarah

Melayu.

Resources for you

• Video

Suitable for Secondary school & 

above
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hW-wUZQT3L0


2. History of Singapore 
S E E K O R S I N G A ,  S E O R A N G P U T E R A D A N  S E B I N G K A I C E R M I N ( A  L I O N ,  
A  P R I N C E  &  A  M I R R O R ) :  R E F L E C T I N G  &  R E F R A C T I N G  S I N G A P U R A

I am Hang Nadim

This printable activity booklet provide opportunities to

explore and discuss various aspects of Singapore’s story

through the eyes of young characters. Educators are

encouraged to go through the virtual exhibition in the

previous slide to support your teaching experience.

Resources for you

• Activity Booklet 

• Teaching Guide

Suitable for Pre-school & Lower Primary
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https://www.malayheritage.org.sg/en/-/media/mhc2017/document/online-resourcei-am-hang-nadim-booklet.pdf?la=en
https://www.malayheritage.org.sg/en/-/media/mhc2017/document/online-resourcei-am-hang-nadimguide.pdf?la=en


2. History of Singapore 
O R E O ' S  K A M P O N G  G E L A M L E A R N I N G  J O U R N E Y

Oreo's Kampong Gelam Learning Journey Video

Follow Oreo, our resident cat at the Malay Heritage 

Centre, as he takes you on a journey around the 

Kampong Gelam district! From covering the origins of 

Kampong Gelam to the vibrant neighbourhood, he 

knows it all.

Resources for you

• Video 
Suitable for Upper Primary & Lower 

Secondary

1 2a 32b

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OAsH2B8vYdI


2. History of Singapore 
P E R M A N E N T  G A L L E R I E S  T O U R  O F  M H C  

Curators’ Guided Tour Videos of MHC

Housed in the Istana Kampong Gelam in the heart of

historic Kampong Gelam in Singapore, explore the

permanent galleries of the Malay Heritage Centre and

discover artefacts and objects from the various galleries

through anecdotes and insights shared by our curators!

MHC’s permanent galleries focus on the history of

Kampong Gelam and features an array of artefacts from

the National Collection and the Malay community.

Resources for you

• Video Series 

Suitable for Upper Primary & above
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https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLv0BVx54Fye0ZFT5EK-0wdBrfigqh2cj3


2. History of Singapore 
P E R M A N E N T  G A L L E R I E S  T O U R  O F  S Y S N M H  

Docents' Guided Tour Videos of SYSNMH

As part of the Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall's learning

journey tour package “The Chinese Community in Singapore”,

join our docents from the Mandarin Docents and Museum

Volunteers on a guided tour to explore the Memorial

Hall's permanent galleries and discover the various aspects of

the history of the Chinese community in Singapore.

Resources for you 

• English Guided Tour series

• Mandarin Guided Tour series 

Suitable for Upper Primary & above
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https://youtu.be/XI4whvUtMIY
https://youtu.be/-SMfbfhAixU


2. History of Singapore 
P E R M A N E N T  G A L L E R I E S  T O U R  O F  S Y S N M H  

Students’ Guided Tour Videos of SYSNMH

Travel back in time with our student guides from River Valley

High School, ITE College West and Singapore Chinese Girls’

School to explore Gallery Four of the Sun Yat Sen Nanyang

Memorial Hall and learn about the contributions of the

Chinese business pioneers towards the nation building efforts

of early Singapore.

Resources for you

• Part 1

• Part 2

• Part 3

• Part 4

• Part 5

• Part 6

• Part 7

• Part 8

Suitable for Upper Primary & above

1 2a 32b

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pOltZn_fPLs
https://youtu.be/Z5CJfn3MSoM
https://youtu.be/0mw03pEGr6Y
https://youtu.be/WWeB_akjr78
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=chnxKr8GcIg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j-9rOWwke_s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_tB8QRwUhQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C3NNwuMU9bw


2. History of Singapore 
P E R M A N E N T  G A L L E R I E S  T O U R  O F  S Y S N M H  

Curator’s Guided Tour Videos of SYSNMH

Join museum curator, Jermaine Chua on a guided tour of

Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall and hear the stories

behind this century-old villa that trace Dr. Sun Yat Sen’s

revolutionary activities in Southeast Asia. Gain valuable

insights on the impact of the 1911 Revolution on

Singapore, as well as Singapore’s contributions to the

Revolution.

Resources for you

• Video Series

Suitable for Upper Primary & above
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https://youtu.be/2EJBImPJRI8


2. History of Singapore 
P E R M A N E N T  G A L L E R I E S  O F  S Y S N M H  

Travel Through Time with Uncle Ting

Travel through time with news journalist, Uncle Ting to

explore the permanent galleries of the Sun Yat Sen Nanyang

Memorial Hall and complete a series of tasks to unlock a

time capsule! Through this self-guided activity, learn more

about the history of the Chinese community in Singapore in

the 20th century.

Resources for you

• Activity Booklet

Suitable for Pre-school & Primary 

1 2a 32b

https://www.sysnmh.org.sg/en/education/resources


2. History of Singapore 
L E A R N I N G  J O U R N E Y S @  S Y S N M H

Be a Little Patriot

Be a little patriot and work in groups to

build a new home for country X. Learn

more about Singapore’s pioneers

featured in the galleries, as well as key

lessons in nation building. Designed in

collaboration with National Institute of

Education. Available in Chinese.

Suitable for Upper Primary

My Homeland

Learn more about the various cultural

art forms, as well as important values

such as caring for others as you work

in groups to build your own

homeland. Designed in collaboration

with National Institute of

Education. Available in Chinese.

Suitable for Upper Primary

Join Uncle Ting to solve some puzzles

and learn more about the history of the

Chinese community in Singapore.

Available in English and Chinese.

Suitable for Lower Secondary

For more details, please email NHB_WQY@nhb.gov.sg

The Chinese Community in Singapore

1 2a 32b

https://www.sysnmh.org.sg/en/education/school-visits
https://www.sysnmh.org.sg/en/education/school-visits
https://www.sysnmh.org.sg/en/education/school-visits


3. Musical Tributes
Happy National Day Music Tributes by the Heritage Institutions!

Enjoy a series of musical tributes to commemorate our nation's

independence presented to you by the Heritage Institutions, in

collaboration with Ding Yi Music Company, Sri Mahligai,

Raghavendran Rajasekaran, Kamal Bensra and Sharanya.

Resources for you

• Combined Music Video

• Video by Indian Heritage Centre

• Video by Malay Heritage Centre

• Video by Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall

Suitable for all levels
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https://youtu.be/DNLlBskQ2Xg
https://youtu.be/4iTGnTvkLXI
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=586945338635359
https://youtu.be/0XGSVuQCCLk


Pre-school 

students

(3 – 6 years old)

Primary School 

Students 

(7 to 12 years old)

Secondary School Students 

(13 to 17 years old)

Tertiary 

Institutions

(17 years old 

& above) 

Teachers

Happy National Day Music Tributes by the Heritage Institutions! 

I am Hang Nadim

Travel Through Time with Uncle Ting

The Mysterious Sulalatus al-Salatin

Little Patriot

My Homeland

The Chinese Community in 

Singapore

Curators’ Guided Tour Videos of MHC 

Docents' Guided Tour Videos of SYSNMH

Students’ Guided Tour Videos of SYSNMH

Curator’s Guided Tour Videos of SYSNMH

Seekor Singa, seorang putera dan sebingkai cermin(A lion, A Prince & A Mirror): reflecting 

& refracting singapura

Chetti Melaka of the STraits – Rediscovering Peranakan Indian Communities

From the coromandel coast to the straits – Revisiting our Tamil Heritage
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Click on the 

“Home” button 

to go back to the 

content page 



F E E D B A C K
The Heritage Institutions will continue to expand and review our 
resources to best support teachers, educators and students.

We would love to hear how you have used these resources, and what 
other resources you would like to see from us. Please share your 
experience with us so that we can continue to improve on our offerings 
and benefit others too!

Reach us at: 
Indian Heritage Centre: nhb_ihc@nhb.gov.sg
Malay Heritage Centre: nhb_mhc@nhb.gov.sg
Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall:  nhb_wqy@nhb.gov.sg

Thank you!

file:///C:/Users/shereen_tan/Documents/Outreach & Education/04 Education Programmes & Resources/Racial Harmony Day/nhb_ihc@nhb.gov.sg
mailto:nhb_mhc@nhb.gov.sg
mailto:nhb_wqy@nhb.gov.sg

